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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 Lisa Madigan 
  ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 

October 26, 2016 
 
Via E-mail 
 
Heidi K. Abegg 
Webster, Chamberlain & Bean, LLP 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 835-0243 
E-mail: habegg@wc-b.com  
 

Re: Duty to Preserve Records 
 
Dear Ms. Abegg: 
 

I am following up on our telephone call this evening regarding the mailers distributed in 
Illinois that solicit applications for vote-by-mail ballots to be returned to Vote By Mail 
Centers.   During our telephone call, I expressed our concern that applications received in 
response to these mailers must be delivered promptly to the appropriate county clerk’s 
office.  You stated that you have been retained by the Illinois Opportunity Project (“IOP”) to 
represent the organization in this matter.  
 

I have requested from you the following in writing:  
x A list of all Illinois counties in which the mailer soliciting applications to vote by 

mail have been sent.  Please include the date(s) on which the mailer was sent in 
each county.  

x A sample mailer for each Illinois county.  Please also identify the Post Office Box 
in each county to which the applications have been directed.  

x A written assurance from the Illinois Opportunity Project that all applications that 
have been received to date have been or will be delivered to the appropriate 
county clerk’s office tomorrow (October 27, 2016).  In addition, a written 
assurance that future applications will be delivered to the appropriate clerk’s 
office within one business day of being received.  

x Lists of each voter to whom the solicitations have been sent.  
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In addition, I write to alert you and your client of its continuing obligation to preserve 
any and all records related to its involvement in its vote-by-mail efforts, which arose upon our 
phone conversation today. To the extent that you have not already done so, we ask that you take 
all steps necessary to preserve all potentially relevant material, whether or not the OAG has 
identified or requested such material.  

 
Please advise all appropriate IOP employees to preserve all potentially relevant material. 

We particularly request that you convey this request to any and all IOP employees who are 
involved, or were involved, with participating in the vote-by-mail efforts, and ask them to 
suspend any destruction and deletion, routine or otherwise, of such materials.  
 

Please send the written information listed above to my attention by tomorrow morning at 
10 a.m. CST.   We agreed to speak again tomorrow morning at 10:30 a.m. CST regarding 
delivery of the applications received to date.  I will call you at that time.  
 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

For the State of Illinois, 
 
LISA MADIGAN 
Attorney General 

 
By:  /s Cara Hendrickson    

Cara Hendrickson 
Chief, Public Interest Division 
Office of the Illinois Attorney General 
100 West Randolph Street, 12th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312-814-1134 
chendrickson@atg.state.il.us  
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