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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 
 
Marco Aguilar, 
 
 Plaintiff, 

v. 
 
Polar Rig Specialties, Inc.  
 
 Defendant. 
 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
 

 
 
 
 
C.A. No.____________________ 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

 
Marco Aguilar (“Plaintiff”) complains of Polar Rig Specialties, Inc. (“Defendant”) and 

will show the court the following: 

I. 

PARTIES 
 

1. Plaintiff Marco Aguilar is a Jones Act Seaman and a resident of Oklahoma. 

2. Defendant Polar Rig Specialties, Inc. (“Polar”) is a Texas corporation. Polar can 

be served with process through its registered agent: Cory Johnson, at 18910 W. Industrial Park, 

New Caney, Texas 77357.  

II. 
 

NATURE OF ACTION 
 

3. This is a case under the Jones Act (46 U.S.C. 688), the “savings to suitors” clause 

(28 U.S.C. 1333 (1)), and the General Maritime Law. This lawsuit is necessary as a result of 

personal injuries that Plaintiff received on or about September 18, 2019 while working as an 
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employee of Polar, onboard a jack-up rig located about 15-20 miles offshore. While the jack-up 

rig was deployed on navigable waters, and while Plaintiff was contributing to and aiding such 

vessel to accomplish its mission, Plaintiff sustained serious injuries. 

III. 

JURISDICTION 

4. The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a) as there 

is diversity of citizenship between the parties and an amount in controversy in excess of 

$75,000.00 excusive of interest and costs. The venue of this Court is invoked pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1391 (c).  This is an admiralty or maritime claim within the meaning of Rule 9(h).  

IV. 

BACKGROUND 

5. Plaintiff is an American Jones Act seaman who is employed by Polar. On the date 

of the incident, Plaintiff was working as a rig builder onboard the Tonala, a jack-up rig owned 

by a Mexican company.   

6. At all times material hereto, the subject floatable jack-up drilling rig was a vessel 

within the meaning of the Jones Act, 46 U.S.C. § 688. The jack-up rig was capable and is 

currently capable of being used as a means of transportation on water, and upon information and 

belief, is now anchored in port.  

7. On or around September 18, 2019, Plaintiff was onboard the Tonala acting in the 

course and scope of his duties with Polar when he was severely injured. Plaintiff was traveling 

in a work basket that was being controlled by a co-employee. The winch operator failed to keep 

the basket carrying Plaintiff steady, causing it to slip off of the winch and drop more than 10 feet. 

As a result of the fall, Plaintiff lost consciousness and had to be flown off of the rig to the nearest 
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hospital where he was treated for severe injuries to his leg, knee, head, back, and other parts of 

his body. Plaintiff has suffered and will continue to suffer as he undergoes invasive and extensive 

medical treatment.  

V. 

CAUSES OF ACTION 

A. Negligence and Gross Negligence 
 

8.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference the facts and allegations of the preceding 

paragraphs and the facts set forth herein. 

9.  Defendant is negligent and grossly negligent for the following reasons: 

a. failure to maintain, inspect, and/or repair the rig’s equipment; 
 

b. failing to maintain and/or provide a safe work environment; 
 

c. failing to provide adequate training to its employees; 
 

d. violating its own safety rules, policies and regulations; 
 

e. failing to maintain safe mechanisms for work on the vessel; 
 

f. operating the vessel in an unsafe and improper manner; 
 

g. negligently failing to supervise and/or train its employees; 
 

h. vicariously liable for the negligent acts/inactions of their employee(s); 
and 

 
i. other acts deemed negligent and grossly negligent. 

 
10. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiff sustained severe 

injuries to his body and mind, which resulted in physical pain, mental anguish, and other medical 

problems. Plaintiff has sustained severe pain, physical impairment, discomfort, mental anguish, 

and distress. In all reasonable probability, Plaintiff’s physical pain, physical impairment, and 
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mental anguish will continue indefinitely. Plaintiff has also suffered a loss of earnings in the past, 

as well as a loss of future earning capacity. Plaintiff has incurred and will incur pharmaceutical 

and medical expenses in connection with his injuries.  

11. Specifically, as a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligent and grossly 

negligent acts and/or omissions, Plaintiff suffered severe and debilitating injuries when he injured 

his head, knee, leg, and back while on the Tonala.  

12. At all relevant times, the Tonala was unseaworthy.  

13. Plaintiff is also entitled to exemplary damages because the aforementioned actions 

and/or inactions of Defendant amount to gross negligence.  

VI. 

JURY DEMAND 
 

14.  Plaintiff hereby requests a trial by jury on all claims herein. 

VII. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff Marco Aguilar prays for 

judgement against Defendant, Polar Rig Specialties, Inc. and affirmatively states that he seeks 

damages in excess of $75,000.00 consisting of, but not limited to: 

 Past and future medical damages; 
 

 Past and future loss of earning capacity; 
 
 Maintenance; 
 
 Cure; 

 
 Past and future pain and suffering and mental anguish; 
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 Past and future impairment; 
 
 Past and future disfigurement; 
 
 Exemplary damages for gross negligence; 

 
 Exemplary damages for unseaworthiness; 

 
 Pre-judgment interest; 

 
 Post-judgment interest; 
 
 Costs of Court;  
 
 Attorney fees; and 
 
 All other relief to which Plaintiff is justly entitled, either at law or in equity. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

ARNOLD & ITKIN LLP 

/s/ Kurt Arnold     
Kurt Arnold 
State Bar No. 24036150 
karnold@arnolditkin.com 
Caj Boatright 
State Bar No. 24036237 
cboatright@arnolditkin.com  
Roland Christensen 
State Bar No. 24101222 
rchristensen@arnolditkin.com 
Alison Baimbridge 
SBN: 24040160 
abaimbridge@arnolditkin.com  
6009 Memorial Drive 
Houston, Texas 77007 
Telephone: (713) 222-3800 
Facsimile:  (713) 222-3850 
e-service@arnolditkin.com 

 

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 
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