
 

 

 

 

 

May 3, 2016 

 

ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT INVITES GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATORS 

TO A SPECIAL EVENING SESSION TO OBSERVE ORAL ARGUMENTS 
 

 

Chief Justice Rita B. Garman and the Illinois Supreme Court have invited Gov. Bruce Rauner and the entire 

state legislature to attend a special evening session of oral arguments next month.  

 

The session will be at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at the Supreme Court Building in Springfield 

and will mark the second special evening session the Supreme Court has held in recent years.  

 

"In March 2015, the Supreme Court held its first evening oral argument in well over a century. This 

presented a wonderful opportunity for the executive branch and members of the legislature to observe the 

Court in session," Chief Justice Garman said in an invitation to the governor, legislative leaders, and 

members of the Illinois General Assembly. "Given the success of last year's event, we are looking forward 

to hosting you and your colleagues again this year." 

 

The Court will hear arguments in People v. James Cherry, a case out of the Fifth District that involves the 

state's armed violence statute.  

 

In People v. Cherry, the defendant was found guilty by a jury of one count of armed violence and one count 

of aggravated battery with a firearm. The appellate court vacated the defendant's conviction for armed 

violence, finding that the plain language of the armed violence statute prohibits predicating armed violence 

on any part of the aggravated battery statute. The State appealed to the Illinois Supreme Court. 

 

The appellate court ruling, which provides a summary of the case, can be viewed on the Court's website at 

http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/opinions/AppellateCourt/2014/5thDistrict/5130085.pdf. 

 

Chief Justice Garman said the Supreme Court looks forward to hosting the special evening session, which 

will be followed by a reception, and offering the governor and legislature "a window into the work that the 

Court performs for the people we all serve." 

 

 

 

*** Media wishing to attend must contact Bethany Krajelis by 3 p.m. on Friday, May 13, 2016.  

 

*** Media wishing to audio or video record the arguments at the evening session must request permission 

to record at least seven days in advance by writing to Supreme Court Marshal Jim Cimarossa at the Illinois 

Supreme Court Building, 200 E. Capitol Ave., Springfield, IL 62701. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Bethany Krajelis, senior communications specialist 

to the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.0870 or bkrajelis@illinoiscourts.gov. 
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