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VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

RE: False Statements Pertaining to the Village of Burr Ridge

To Whom It May Concern:

We have become aware of information that the Illinois Republican Party and
Citizens for Durkin have disseminated via First Class Mail to residents of Burr
Ridge and surrounding communities that contains false and misleading
information about the Village of Burr Ridge and its finances. The purpose of this
letter is to provide accurate information, to insist that you cease and desist from
any further distribution of false information pertaining to the Village of Burr
Ridge and that you immediately provide a written correction and apology for the
false information. The false information includes the following:

That the village of Burr Ridge has enacted "four unbalanced budgets" since
May of 20L3. Our budget consists of L2 separate and distinct funds. The
General Fund is used to pay all operating costs of the Village and has been
balanced for each of the specified years, Other funds include enterprise funds
and basic "savings account funds" whereby money is put aside each year to
pay for future expenses. While these funds will often show a deficit for a

single year, such an occurrence does not represent the lack of a balanced
budget; rather it simply means the Village has spent money saved in previous
years for anticipated expenses.

That the Village has "hiked property taxes 1.6 percent" since May of 20L3.
Once again, this is false and misleading. We have always been in full
compliance with the tax cap laws imposed by the State of lllinois. Increases
in our annual tax levy are limited to cost of living increases and new growth.
An increase in the tax levy to capture new growth does not represent a

property tax increase and has absolutely no negative impact on taxes paid by
any other property owner. Quite the contrary, it reflects responsible, prudent
governance as we seek enhancements to our tax base with new development
that benefits all property owners in the Village.
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That the Village "raised fees to funnel money for a Chicago bailout". A foot
note with this statement references the April 10,2017 Board of Trustees
meeting at which time the Board raised the Village water rates. We can only
assume that you believe the raising of our water rates represents a bailout to
the City of Chicago. If our interpretation is correct, any reasonable person
would agree that your statement is absurd. The Village of Burr Ridge
purchases water from the Village ofBedford Park. TheVillage ofBedford Park
raised the rates that they charge Burr Ridge. Our rate increase was in
response to the increased rate being charged by the Village of Bedford Park
and the maintenance needs of our water distribution system.

The Village of Burr Ridge has always maintained a fiscally sound budget and a
balanced budget. Our fiscally responsible approach is reflected in our current
Aal. credit rating with Moody's Investor Service; the second highest possible
credit rating.

We have received numerous complaints and inquiries from Burr Ridge residents
regarding this information. Complaints come from those who know this
information is false; inquiries come from those who are led to believe that our
Village is not being governed responsibly. Thus, it is clear that your false
statements and lies are defaming and damaging to the residents, elected and
appointed officials, and staff of the Village of Burr Ridge. That is why we demand
that you cease and desist from any further distribution of false information
pertaining to the Village of Burr Ridge and that you immediately provide a

written correction and apology for the false information. Ifyou believeanyofthe
facts or assumptions in this letter to be incorrect, we invite you to reply or to
attend the next Village Board meeting of fanuary 22, 20tB to clariftz your
statements. Lacking a satisfactory response as requested, further legal action will
be deemed necessary.

Please confirm receipt of this letter by contacting Village Administrator Doug
Pollock at (630) 654-8181, Extension 2000 or by email at dpollock@burr-
ridge.gov.

Sincerely,

f. Douglas Pollock, AICP
Village Administrator

Scott F. Uhler
Village Attorney

Village President and Board of Trustees

Jim Durkin
cc.
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