
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 

 
TAMARA HOLDER and ) 
JOHANNA J. RAIMOND,  ) 
  ) 
 Plaintiffs, ) Case No.  
 ) 
CUNNINGHAM, MEYER & ) 
VERDINE, P.C., MICHAEL R. SLOVIS, and ) 
CHAD M. SKARPIAK, ) 
 )  

Defendants. ) 
  

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
 

Now come the plaintiffs, Tamara Holder, and Johanna J. Raimond., and 

complain of defendants, Cunningham, Meyer & Verdine, P.C., Michael R. Slovis, and 

Chad M. Skarpiak as follows: 

VENUE AND JURISDICTION 

1. Venue is proper in Cook County pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-101 because 

transaction or some part thereof occurred in Cook County, Illinois, and the causes of 

action arise, in relevant part, in Cook County.  

2. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-209 because 

defendants have entered into a contract in Illinois and committed tortious acts in Illinois, 

and as a result, caused harm in Illinois.    

3. Pursuant to the Illinois Constitution art. VI, §9, this Court has subject matter 

jurisdiction over plaintiffs’ claims. 

  

FILED
1/17/2020 3:22 PM
DOROTHY BROWN
CIRCUIT CLERK
COOK COUNTY, IL
2020CH00678

8132302

Return Date: No return date scheduled
Hearing Date: 5/18/2020 9:30 AM - 9:30 AM
Courtroom Number: 2008
Location: District 1 Court
              Cook County, IL
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PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff Tamara Holder is the principal of The Law Firm of Tamara N. 

Holder, LLC (“Holder”), and is licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois. 

5. Plaintiff Johanna J. Raimond is the principal of Law Offices of Johanna J. 

Raimond Ltd. (“Raimond”), and is licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois.  

6. Defendant Cunningham, Meyer & Verdine, P.C. (“Cunningham Group”) 

is licensed to do business in the State of Illinois.  

7. Defendant Michael R. Slovis (“Slovis”) is an attorney employed by 

defendant Cunningham Group.  

8. Defendant Chad M. Skarpiak (“Skarpiak”) is an attorney employed by 

defendant Cunningham Group.  

NATURE OF THE CASE 

9. Plaintiffs represent Jane Doe, who filed a lawsuit on July 16, 2019, in 

DuPage County, Illinois, alleging among other things, that her doctor, Dr. Samuel 

Botros (“Botros”), engaged in predatory conduct and sexually abused her during a 

procedure at his medical clinic, Med Spa Womens Health Center (“Med Spa”), where 

she trusted was a safe place.  

10. Defendants represent Botros and Med Spa. 

11. Upon Botros’ request, in December 2019, Jane Doe agreed to attempt to 

resolve the litigation through a mediation. The parties retained the services of ADR 
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Systems to facilitate the mediation and a former Cook County law division judge to 

serve as mediator.1 

12. Prior to the mediation, the parties entered into a written Mediation 

Agreement. Slovis, on behalf of Botros and defense counsel, and Raimond, on behalf of 

Jane Doe and plaintiff’s counsel, signed the Agreement on December 17, 2019, and 

December 24, 2019, respectively. The contract is attached to this complaint as Exhibit A. 

13. Paragraph III of the Mediation Agreement, entitled “Rules Governing 

Mediation” states: “Each party to this agreement hereby agrees to submit the above 

dispute for mediation to ADR Systems of America, L.L.C. The Parties further agree that 

The Honorable REDACTED, shall serve as the mediator in this matter.” 

14. Paragraph III(A)(1), entitled “Confidentiality Agreement,” states: 

1. Mediation is a facilitated negotiation. All 
offers, promises, conduct and statements, 
whether oral or written, made in the course of 
the Mediation, including those made in Pre-
Mediation and Post-Mediation submissions to 
the Mediator collectively, by any Party, witness 
and/or the Mediator,  
 
a. shall be considered confidential and 
privileged settlement communications that 
may only be disclosed to persons associated 
with the Parties;  
 
b. shall be deemed inadmissible and may not 
be used for any purpose, in any 
arbitration, judicial, administrative or 
regulatory proceeding (other proceedings); and  
 

 
1 Plaintiffs have redacted the name of the mediator out of respect for his privacy.  
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c. may not be disclosed to non-participants in 
the Mediation (including any 
arbitrator, hearing officer or court).  
 

(Exhibit A at 1). 

15. The mediation was held on December 27, 2019, in Chicago, Illinois.  

16. The mediation ended without a settlement; however, the parties agreed to 

continue confidential settlement discussions with the assistance of the mediator.  

17. That evening, the mediator memorialized the confidential mediation in an 

email to the attorneys. The top of his email, which he sent to defendants and plaintiffs, 

was marked “Confidential.”  

18. On January 9, 2020, the parties returned to DuPage County for a routine 

status call on the pending litigation. Plaintiff Raimond appeared for the plaintiff.   

19. At the status, and without providing proper notice to plaintiffs pursuant to 

DuPage County Rule 6.08 governing emergency motions, defendant Skarpiak stated to 

the judge that he was, sua sponte, filing an Emergency Motion for Protective Order to 

Limit Public Extra Judicial Statements, claiming, without citation to a supporting 

affidavit, in part:  

Counter-defendants have been apprised that if 
mediation is unsuccessful that plaintiff will 
begin to engage in further extrajudicial 
dissemination of this case through press 
conference and other extrajudicial means.  
 

(Exhibit B, Defendants’ Emergency Motion at ¶10). 
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20. Alarmed at the prospect raised by defendants that they had been 

“apprised” plaintiffs had imminent plans to contact the press, the DuPage County judge 

granted the emergency motion on a temporary basis, and imposed a gag order on 

plaintiffs Holder and Raimond and their client Jane Doe pending a final rule. (Exhibit C, 

January 9, 2020 Order). That gag order is in place as of the time of the filing of this 

complaint. 

21. The DuPage County judge required, however, defendants to file an 

affidavit disclosing their source of their allegation that they were “apprised” that plaintiff 

would make extrajudicial statements about the case if the mediation is unsuccessful. This 

was the sole allegation in defendants brief that gave cause for granting the gag order 

pending a filing ruling on the motion. 

22. On January 13, 2020, defendant Slovis filed an Affidavit in Support of the 

Protective Order stating in relevant part: 

a.  I was present for the mediation. 

b. Judge REDACTED advised the defense that Plaintiff stated that if the case 

was not resolved by the time limit, she would go to the press and use social 

media to raise the case’s profile.  

(Exhibit D, Affidavit of Michael Slovis). 

23. The affidavit a bald-faced lie and is hearsay.  

24. Regardless, any statements made, or allegedly made, during a mediation 

are privileged communications under the Illinois Uniform Mediation Act, 710 ILCS 35/1 
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et al., which provides that a mediation communication is not admissible in evidence in a 

judicial proceeding. 710 ILCS 35/4. 

25. Additionally, the written Mediation Agreement provides that statements 

made during mediation “shall be considered confidential and privileged” and “shall be 

deemed inadmissible and may not be used for any purpose” in a judicial proceeding. (Ex. 

A at 1). 

26. Mediation is deemed by the legal profession as one of the safest places for 

the parties and their lawyers, as well as the mediator, to air out their differences in an 

attempt to settle their disputes. “This general concern for professional standards is 

nowhere greater than in relation to mediation…the absence of any structure of 

procedural or substantive rules in mediation is viewed as presenting the greatest danger 

of abuse by inept or unscrupulous practitioners.”2 

27. The defendants here are not inept but they are unscrupulous. They have 

abused the integrity of the practice of law and the sanctity of the mediation process. 

28. The defendants have also misrepresented (ret.) Judge REDACTED’s 

statements made to them in a confidential mediation, in an effort to obtain an expeditious 

court ruling in their favor.  

29. Defendants’ unethical and illegal tactic worked to their benefit: The DuPage 

County judge granted a temporary gag order on plaintiffs, thus denying them their First 

Amendment right to free speech. 

 
2 Robert A. Baruch Bush, Efficiency and Protection, or Empowerment and Recognition?: The 
Mediator's Role and Ethical Standards in Mediation, 41 U. Fla. L. Rev. 253 (1989). 
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30. When ADR Systems learned of what defendants had done they took swift 

action. On January 16, 2020, ADR Systems sent defendants a letter advising them that 

their statements to the DuPage County court violated the Mediation Agreement as well 

as the Illinois Uniform Mediation Act, and asked them to take action in the DuPage 

County case to strike any reference to the mediation and amend their affidavit so that it 

made no reference to mediation statements. (Exhibit E, ADR Letter to Defendants). 

31. As of the filing of this complaint, defendants have not done as ADR 

requested. Indeed, as of the time of the filing of this complaint defendants have not taken 

any action to mitigate the damage caused by their breach of contract and violation of the 

Illinois Uniform Mediation Act.   

32. The temporary gag order has had, and continues to have, an immediate, 

direct, and adverse impact on plaintiffs as it operates as a prior constraint on their First 

Amendment rights. 

33. Moreover, plaintiffs have had to, and continue to have to, spend hours 

responding to the DuPage County emergency motion, which thus far has resulted in 

thousands of dollars in plaintiffs’ time. 

COUNT I 
Breach of Contract 

(by all plaintiffs against all defendants) 
 

34. Plaintiffs incorporate all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth 

under this count. 

35. Defendants are in breach of the Mediation Agreement contract through 

the above-established facts. 
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36. Defendants’ breach of contract caused, and continues to cause, plaintiffs 

harm through the abridgement of their First Amendment rights and the value of their 

time in responding to a motion that is based on information that defendants are barred, 

by contract and statute, from using in a judicial proceeding. 

COUNT II 
Willful and Wanton Conduct 

(by all plaintiffs against all defendants) 
 

37. Plaintiffs incorporate all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth 

under this count. 

38. Defendants had “actual” or “deliberate” intent to injure plaintiffs or acted 

with utter indifference and/or conscious disregard of the Mediation Agreement and the 

Illinois Uniform Mediation Act. 

39. Defendants were conscious, from their knowledge of the surrounding 

circumstances and existing conditions, that their conduct would naturally and probably 

result in injury to plaintiffs. 

40. Defendants did, in fact, injure plaintiffs by using confidential information 

they obtained from the mediation in breach of the Mediation Agreement and in 

violation of the Uniform Mediation Act, to obtain a gag order against the plaintiffs and 

cause them to expend thousands of dollars in attorney time responding to a motion 

based on such confidential information. 
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COUNT IV 
Negligence 

(by all plaintiffs against all defendants) 
 

41. Plaintiffs incorporate all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth 

under this count. 

42. The above-described facts constitute negligence under Illinois law. 

43. Plaintiffs and defendants entered into a legally valid, written Mediation 

Agreement. 

44. Defendants engaged in negligent conduct by disclosing information other 

than to the “persons associated with the Parties,” in violation of the Mediation 

Agreement.  

45. Defendants engaged in negligent conduct by disclosing to the DuPage 

County court confidential information they claim came from the mediation, in violation 

of the Mediation Agreement and the Uniform Mediation Act.   

COUNT V 
Violation of Uniform Mediation Act, 710 ILCS 35/3 

(by all plaintiffs against all defendants) 
 

46. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth 

under this count. 

47. The above-described facts constitute a violation of the Uniform Mediation 

Act under Illinois law. 

48. Plaintiffs and defendants entered into a legally valid, written Mediation 

Agreement contract. 
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49. Pursuant to the Uniform Mediation Act, “Unless subject to the Open 

Meetings Act or the Freedom of Information Act, mediation communications are 

confidential to the extent agreed by the parties or provided by other law or rule of this 

State. 710 ILCS 35/8. 

50. Defendants breached the Uniform Mediation Act by disclosing 

confidential mediation communications to the DuPage County court. 

51. Plaintiffs were injured as a result of defendants’ disclosure. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
 

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs Tamara Holder and Johanna Raimond respectfully 

request that this Court grant judgment against defendants and award plaintiffs all 

remedies provided by the law including but not limited to: 

1. A mandatory injunction ordering defendants to withdraw their motion 

and defendant Slovis’s affidavit in support of their motion. 

2. A declaratory judgment that defendants have breached the Mediation 

Agreement contract and the Uniform Mediation Act;  

3. A permanent injunction enjoining defendants from continuing to use any 

information obtained from the confidential mediation, as well as subsequent 

conversations and emails with (Ret.) Judge REDACTED, related to the Jane Doe matter;  

4. Compensatory damages; 

5. Consequential damages, including but not limited to compensation for the 

attorney hours expended in responding to defendants’ emergency motion;  

6. Pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on the above damages;  
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7. Punitive damages; 

8. Out of pocket losses, attorney’s fees, costs and litigation expenses; and  

9. All other relief this Court deems fair and just.  

        Respectfully submitted, 

        /s/ Tamara Holder 
        One of the Plaintiffs 
 
Tamara Holder 
The Law Firm of Tamara N. Holder LLC 
917 West Washington Blvd., Suite 222 
Chicago, Illinois 60607 
312/818-3850 
tamara@tamaraholder.com 
Cook County Attorney No. 41895 
 
Johanna J. Raimond 
Law Offices of Johanna J. Raimond Ltd. 
431 South Dearborn, Suite 1002 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 
312/235-6959 
jraimond@raimondlaw.com 
Cook County Attorney No. 43475 
 

VERIFICATION 

I, Tamara Holder, under penalties provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of 

the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure, hereby certify that I have read the foregoing Verified 

Complaint; that the factual statements set forth in this Verified Complaint are true and 

correct, except for those alleged on information and belief; and that I am informed and I 

believe that the facts alleged on information and belief are also true.  

 

______________________________ 
Tamara Holder 
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Chris Kachiroubas
e-filed in the 18th Judicial Circuit Court
DuPage County
ENVELOPE: 8009502 
2019L000773
FILEDATE: 1/9/2020 11:31 AM
Date Submitted: 1/9/2020 11:31 AM
Date Accepted: 1/9/2020 2:35 PM
KB
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9409 MRS/CMS 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  
DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, LAW DIVISION  

 
JANE DOE, 
 
   Plaintiff, 

 

 v. 
 

 No. 19 L 773 

SAMUEL F. BOTROS and MED SPA WOMENS 
HEALTH CENTER, LTD., 
 
   Defendants, 

 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF MICHAEL R. SLOVIS IN SUPPORT OF  
DEFENDANTS’ MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER  
TO LIMIT PUBLIC EXTRAJUDICIAL STATEMENTS 

 
Michael R. Slovis, being duly sworn, do hereby depose and say: 

1. I am an attorney licensed in the State of Illinois. I represent the Defendants in this 

matter. 

2. The Defendants deny the allegations raised in this case and the matter may need 

to be ultimately resolved before a jury. On December 27, 2019, a mediation was held in this 

matter to see if the parties could resolve the case short of further litigation. Judge William 

Haddad (Ret.) was the mediator.  

3. I was present for the mediation. A time-limit demand was made by Plaintiff. 

Judge Haddad advised the defense that Plaintiff stated that if the case was not resolved by the 

time limit, she would go to the press and use social media to raise the case’s profile. Judge 

Haddad indicated that Plaintiff’s counsels are skilled in this respect, and referenced prior 

litigation. 

4. I am aware that Plaintiff’s counsel, Ms. Holder, has been a host and commentator 

on national television. I am also aware that Ms. Holder has tweeted, blogged, and been quoted in 
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2 

news articles pertaining to an active case against Northshore University Health System and Dr. 

Ortega.  

5. Though Plaintiff has decided to proceed anonymously in this case, I am aware 

that Ms. Holder has published a blog post about this case on her firm’s website, which is 

accessible and searchable by the public. Defendants have already been and continue to be 

reputationally harmed by the allegations asserted in the blog post.  

6. This case is contested. No factfinder has made any determination as to the alleged 

facts at bar. Further dissemination by Plaintiff or her counsel of this case through media will 

prejudice potential jurors and cause further reputational damage to Defendants. 

Verification 

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and 
correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and as to such matters 
the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he verily believes the same to be true. 
 
Dated: January 13, 2020    /s/ Michael R. Slovis_______ 
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